
7. In order to facilitate the application process, the 
Commission shall be empowered to adopt delegated acts, in 
accordance with Article 56, defining the rules for carrying out 
the national objection procedure for joint applications 
concerning more than one national territory and comple
menting the rules of the application process. 

The Commission may adopt implementing acts laying down 
detailed rules on procedures, form and presentation of appli
cations, including for applications concerning more than one 
national territory. Those implementing acts shall be adopted in 
accordance with the examination procedure referred to in 
Article 57(2). 

Article 50 

Scrutiny by the Commission and publication for 
opposition 

1. The Commission shall scrutinise by appropriate means 
any application that it receives pursuant to Article 49, in 
order to check that it is justified and that it meets the 
conditions of the respective scheme. This scrutiny should not 
exceed a period of six months. Where this period is exceeded, 
the Commission shall indicate in writing to the applicant the 
reasons for the delay. 

The Commission shall, at least each month, make public the list 
of names for which registration applications have been 
submitted to it, as well as their date of submission. 

2. Where, based on the scrutiny carried out pursuant to the 
first subparagraph of paragraph 1, the Commission considers 
that the conditions laid down in this Regulation are fulfilled, it 
shall publish in the Official Journal of the European Union: 

(a) for applications under the scheme set out in Title II, the 
single document and the reference to the publication of the 
product specification; 

(b) for applications under the scheme set out in Title III, the 
specification. 

Article 51 

Opposition procedure 

1. Within three months from the date of publication in the 
Official Journal of the European Union, the authorities of a 
Member State or of a third country, or a natural or legal 
person having a legitimate interest and established in a third 
country may lodge a notice of opposition with the Commission. 

Any natural or legal person having a legitimate interest, estab
lished or resident in a Member State other than that from which 
the application was submitted, may lodge a notice of opposition 
with the Member State in which it is established within a time 
limit permitting an opposition to be lodged pursuant to the first 
subparagraph. 

A notice of opposition shall contain a declaration that the 
application might infringe the conditions laid down in this 
Regulation. A notice of opposition that does not contain this 
declaration is void. 

The Commission shall forward the notice of opposition to the 
authority or body that lodged the application without delay. 

2. If a notice of opposition is lodged with the Commission 
and is followed within two months by a reasoned statement of 
opposition, the Commission shall check the admissibility of this 
reasoned statement of opposition. 

3. Within two months after the receipt of an admissible 
reasoned statement of opposition, the Commission shall invite 
the authority or person that lodged the opposition and the 
authority or body that lodged the application to engage in 
appropriate consultations for a reasonable period that shall 
not exceed three months. 

The authority or person that lodged the opposition and the 
authority or body that lodged the application shall start such 
appropriate consultations without undue delay. They shall 
provide each other with the relevant information to assess 
whether the application for registration complies with the 
conditions of this Regulation. If no agreement is reached, this 
information shall also be provided to the Commission. 

At any time during these three months, the Commission may, 
at the request of the applicant extend the deadline for the 
consultations by a maximum of three months. 

4. Where, following the appropriate consultations referred to 
in paragraph 3 of this Article, the details published in 
accordance with Article 50(2) have been substantially 
amended, the Commission shall repeat the scrutiny referred to 
in Article 50. 

5. The notice of opposition, the reasoned statement of 
opposition and the related documents which are sent to the 
Commission in accordance with paragraphs 1 to 4 of this 
Article shall be in one of the official languages of the Union. 

6. In order to establish clear procedures and deadlines for 
opposition, the Commission shall be empowered to adopt 
delegated acts, in accordance with Article 56, complementing 
the rules of the opposition procedure. 

The Commission may adopt implementing acts laying down 
detailed rules on procedures, form and presentation of the 
oppositions. Those implementing acts shall be adopted in 
accordance with the examination procedure referred to in 
Article 57(2). 

Article 52 

Decision on registration 

1. Where, on the basis of the information available to the 
Commission from the scrutiny carried out pursuant to the first 
subparagraph of Article 50(1), the Commission considers that 
the conditions for registration are not fulfilled, it shall adopt 
implementing acts rejecting the application. Those imple
menting acts shall be adopted in accordance with the exam
ination procedure referred to in Article 57(2).

EN L 343/20 Official Journal of the European Union 14.12.2012



2. If the Commission receives no notice of opposition or no 
admissible reasoned statement of opposition under Article 51, it 
shall adopt implementing acts, without applying the procedure 
referred to in Article 57(2), registering the name. 

3. If the Commission receives an admissible reasoned 
statement of opposition, it shall, following the appropriate 
consultations referred to in Article 51(3), and taking into 
account the results thereof, either: 

(a) if an agreement has been reached, register the name by 
means of implementing acts adopted without applying the 
procedure referred to in Article 57(2), and, if necessary, 
amend the information published pursuant to Article 50(2) 
provided such amendments are not substantial; or 

(b) if an agreement has not been reached, adopt implementing 
acts deciding on the registration. Those implementing acts 
shall be adopted in accordance with the examination 
procedure referred to in Article 57(2). 

4. Acts of registration and decisions on rejection shall be 
published in the Official Journal of the European Union. 

Article 53 

Amendment to a product specification 

1. A group having a legitimate interest may apply for 
approval of an amendment to a product specification. 

Applications shall describe and give reasons for the 
amendments requested. 

2. Where the amendment involves one or more amendments 
to the specification that are not minor, the amendment appli
cation shall follow the procedure laid down in Articles 49 to 
52. 

However, if the proposed amendments are minor, the 
Commission shall approve or reject the application. In the 
event of the approval of amendments implying a modification 
of the elements referred to in Article 50(2), the Commission 
shall publish those elements in the Official Journal of the European 
Union. 

For an amendment to be regarded as minor in the case of the 
quality scheme described in Title II, it shall not: 

(a) relate to the essential characteristics of the product; 

(b) alter the link referred to in point (f)(i) or (ii) of Article 7(1); 

(c) include a change to the name, or to any part of the name of 
the product; 

(d) affect the defined geographical area; or 

(e) represent an increase in restrictions on trade in the product 
or its raw materials. 

For an amendment to be regarded as minor in the case of the 
quality scheme described in Title III, it shall not: 

(a) relate to the essential characteristics of the product; 

(b) introduce essential changes to the production method; or 

(c) include a change to the name, or to any part of the name of 
the product. 

The scrutiny of the application shall focus on the proposed 
amendment. 

3. In order to facilitate the administrative process of an 
amendment application, including where the amendment does 
not involve any change to the single document and where it 
concerns a temporary change in the specification resulting from 
the imposition of obligatory sanitary or phytosanitary measures 
by the public authorities, the Commission shall be empowered 
to adopt delegated acts, in accordance with Article 56, comple
menting the rules of the amendment application process. 

The Commission may adopt implementing acts laying down 
detailed rules on procedures, form and presentation of an 
amendment application. Those implementing acts shall be 
adopted in accordance with the examination procedure 
referred to in Article 57(2). 

Article 54 

Cancellation 

1. The Commission may, on its own initiative or at the 
request of any natural or legal person having a legitimate 
interest, adopt implementing acts to cancel the registration of 
a protected designation of origin or of a protected geographical 
indication or of a traditional speciality guaranteed in the 
following cases: 

(a) where compliance with the conditions of the specification is 
not ensured; 

(b) where no product is placed on the market under the tradi
tional speciality guaranteed, the protected designation of 
origin or the protected geographical indication for at least 
seven years. 

The Commission may, at the request of the producers of 
product marketed under the registered name, cancel the 
corresponding registration. 

Those implementing acts shall be adopted in accordance with 
the examination procedure referred to in Article 57(2). 

2. In order to ensure legal certainty that all parties have the 
opportunity to defend their rights and legitimate interests, the 
Commission shall be empowered to adopt delegated acts, in 
accordance with Article 56 complementing the rules regarding 
the cancellation process. 

The Commission may adopt implementing acts laying down 
detailed rules on procedures and form of the cancellation 
process, as well as on the presentation of the requests 
referred to in paragraph 1 of this Article. Those implementing 
acts shall be adopted in accordance with the examination 
procedure referred to in Article 57(2).
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